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PREVENTION 

POVERTY: 



0 R, 

A Difcourfe of the Caufes of the Decay of Trade, 
Fall of Lands, and Want of Money throughout 
the Nation i with certain Expedients for reme- 
dying the fame, and bringing this Kingdom t< 
an eminent degree of Riches and Profperity 

BY 

Saving many Hundred Thoufand Pounds yearly, Railing a 
full Trade, and conftant Imployment for all forts of 
People, and incrca fin g His M»l « »tib t Revenue, bya 
Method no way burthenfome, but advantageous to the 

Subjeft. 

By K. H. 



Tie Rich m.ms nealth h hisftrmg City , the it$ri&ti* of the Peer it their 
povmj. Prov. i o. 1 5. 

LONDON, 

PiimcJ foe Nathaniel Brtnkf , at the fign of ihc Angel in Cernhi/i 
ncacthe &>}*!■ Excht-ge , M. DC. LNX IV. 




TO THE MOST 

ILLVSTRIOVS TRINCE, 

RUPERT, 

DUKE of CVMBERLANV, 

EARLE of HOIDERNESSE, and 
KNIGHT afthtUM Noble Oidii 
of lie GARTER, and ont of His M A- 
JESTIES Most ttOUOVKABLE 

ruirr covncil, &c. 

May itfkafe Tow Highness, 

THE Confideration of ray own 
Unworthinels,and obfcure Condi- 
tion, would calily check my 
Thoughts from the Prefumption of trou- 
bling your Illuftrious Eye with theft 
mean 



The Efiflle Dedicatory. 
mean Lines, did not Your Princely Cle- 
mency and the nature of the thing make 
jfuch Addrefs in fbmerefpedt neceflary. 

For fince 'tis Eminently known , that 
Your Higbnejs hath, not onely by moft 
excellent Condud, and perfonal Hazards 
in War, given Matchlefs Proofs of Your 
great zeal for the Safety and Glory of the 
Englifb Nation j but alfc by the prudence 
of Your Counfels endeavoured ever to 
promote its Welfare, by difcovering and 
cberifking ufeful Arts , and profitable In- 
ventions , and inconrasing all things that 
tend to its Honour, Wealth, and Prorpe- 
rity, though tendred by the loweft and 
never fo defpicable Inftruments : for 
which publick-fpirited Generofity Your 
Higbnefs ]uR\y merits much more Honour 
and Applaufe, than my weak Capacity 
isable to exprefs. 

Whether then fhould thefe unpolifh'd 
Pa- 
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Papers (wherein I have with more Affe- 
ction than Encouragement) endeavour- 
ed to propofe fbme Expedients tending 
to this Kingdoms future happinefs , fly 
for fhelter in this jlotbjkl envious Age 
(wherein many that will never ftudy any 
thing for general Good themfelves, are 
too ready to cru(b, abiife, and mifreprefent 
thofe that do) but to Your Higbneffes 
Protection, who are Ennobled with the 
cleareft Judgment to Cenfure, and the 
mofl: obliging Candor to pardon them. 

At Your Higbnefs's feet I therefore 
caft them with all humble (ubmiffion, and 
if in any part they fhill obrain the Ho- 
nour of your Princely Approbation , 
and be thought fit to be Encouraged in 
the leaft, as conducing to general Good a 
I fhallnot afterwards fear the Cenlures 
of Envy, but (it down tecure in the Con- 
fcience of having endeavour'd to be 



The Epiflle Dedicatory. 
viceable ( to my weak power ) to my 
Countrey, and the happinefsl have here- 
by to declare my felf 

TOVR HIGHNESS'/ 



Mofi Humble and moH Obedient 
ServMt 



Richard Haines. 
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%l)t pretention of poucrtp: 

OR, 

A Difcourfe of the Caufei of the Decay of Trade, Fall 
of Lands, and Want of Money throughout the Na- ' 
tiott) mih certain Expedients for remedying the 
fame. 

SO general and loud, for diverfe years part, have been 
the complaints , for want of Trade and Money 
throughout this Nation; and fo preflingare thcNe- 
ceffiiietofmoftmen, thatihere is icarce any perlbn 
can be infenfible of it: And this is not only in lime of War, 
("though (hen more erpecially,) but alio in time .of Ftdce t 
when the Seas were open, and we might protnife our felves 
thelargeft fliarcof Profperity. Whence 'tis evident, that 
theCaufes are not wholly Outward or Accidental, but ra- 
ther Internal, and as it were in nur own Bowels, which con- 
fume ur, and have reduced us to fueha low Ebb, that a ge- 
neral Poverty teems to have invaded the whole Nation, 
Leafij heitig continual/} tbromn up in lie Conutnj,<wdTntdef- 
msri daily Breakin^in the Citj. In brief, all conditions of 
men feemto have chang'd their Rations, and funk below 
ihemfelves; the Gentry, by reafonof the fall of I heir Landr t 
and unctrtainiyofRenti, being brought to live at the rate 
ofa Yeoman; the Yeoman can (carce maintain himlelf fo 
well asanordinary Farmer heretofore ; the Farmer is for- 
ced to live as hard as a poor Labourer anciently ; and La- 
bourers generally, if they have Families, are ready to run a 
begging, the Poverty of molt Parithes being filch, that they 
can hardly lupply or relieve them. 

B The 
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TheconGderarion whereof, and that no man ti born for 
himfdf, bur ought to do what in him lies to promote the 
publick Good, and general Welfare of his Countrey, has 
invited me (though uncapable, and not fufficiently qualified 
to do any confiderable Service s yet however ) to teftifie 
my well-withes, and throw in my mite into the publick 
TreafurVjby endeavouring fame Expedients fot railing the 
Trade of the Nation, and advancing the temporal prolperi- 
tyofailits Inhabitants. 

In order whereunto I firft applied my Iclf to find out the 
Caufes of fuch National Favertj, which like an trmed Ene- 
my hath threatned to invitlc the whole Kingdom. 

Secondly, to difcover a Remedy, ifpoffible, that might 
not only fubdue this potent Adversary, but alfo introduce 
and maintain a conftant (lock of Trade and plenty of Mo- 
ney, and fo confequemly Riches and Honour both to King 
and Kingdom, and Profperity to all Eftates whatfoevcr. 

I do numbly conceive, that the General Caufes of Po- 
veriy ("unlets it bepurpajed by the Lord by reafon of Ini- 
quity J are 

Firftthe daily Dceretfi of Goods and Commodities of 
our own Growth fit for Exportation. 

Secondly, the dm/tie Intreajc of Forrtigit coftly Goods 
and Commodities, brought over more and more from be- 
yond the Seas, viz. Iron, Timber, Brandy, French-wines, 
Linnen-Cloth, and other Frtncb Commodities: and a!lb 
Mum, Coffee, Chocolet, Salt : & Salt-pcrrc s with many more. 
All which Expenfive Commodities have been brought ioto 
General Ufe, and Imported in this Nation, within the fpace 
of Forty years lair, pall, or little more, (Linnen-Cloth and 
Wine only excepted.) 

The valueof thefeCommodities Imported cannot but a- 
monnt to a vaft Summe, we may roodeftly ("though at ro- 
vers) guefs it Twenty or Thirty Hundred Thoufand Pounds 
every 
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every year ; which mighty Sums of Money, thirty or forty 
yean ago, were ftft thcgrcaleft part kept at home. 

Now eaiily obfervablc it is, that ever Gtuxfachprodigioitr 
lncrctfi of new Imported Goods, our own moft great and 
richelt Manufactories have dccrenfid, and the Manufafiors 
become impavcrifbed, specially in thofe of Woollen Cloth 
aod Iron ; and forafmueli as no Commodities anfivcrebte 
have been railed in their (lead, equally toballance what we 
Iiave therein loll of our own Growth and Production. 

ft remains then, that of xcctjfitj thofe vail Svtui of Meaty 
nfotefaid,mufr every year go out of the Nation to make the 
Ballance of Trade even, and this for the greattft part in 
ready Corn, as may, Iconceivc evidently be demo nitrated. 
Thus, if Money were not tranfported, then our own Manu- 
factories, which are much dim mimed, and become far It is 
than what they were thirty or forty yean ago, would now 
find quickMarkets,and yeild good Prizes, to the great in- 
couragemenr of the Manufactors ; but the contrary is noto- 
rious : wherefore 1 conclude, that according to the prefenc 
courfe , Money every year muft uaavoidMy decrcafe a- 
mongft us, to the great impoverishing of the whole Nation. 

vbj. Ifit bealledged, that Imiirake the Caufe of this 
National Confumption,andthot thegreat Taxes andmany 
ImpoGtions laid upon the Nation, obliging ui to part with 
fo much Money for his Majeftics nfes, ought to be align- 
ed as the grand Caufc of this great fcarcity of Money. 

ml, I numbly Anfwer, that this cannot be the Caufe,for 
this fteafon ; becaufe what Moneys are given by iheRe- 
prefenratives of the Nation to his Majefty, are but like the 
Moiftures drawn up by the Btamsof the Sun from the Eatt h, 
which foon return down again in fhowers to tefrtlh the 
Ground, orlike the Blood in its Circulation ; for what is 
carried out of the Countrey goes but into the City , and is 
there tstpended again; and forafmuch as it got* netbijeiid 
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the Seas, fa on returns again. So that in the Nation there k not 
oneGrenttbtl'p to be beftowed on whaffhe Farmer, or any 
others have to (pare ; wherefore, and for that the Publick 
Coffers do not hoard or keep up any extraordinary Sams, 
I humbly hope 1 may conclude, That this is not the proper 
Catife, why the N.ition is Il> empty of Money, and that ge- 
neral want of this neceiiary thing (which beneath dace, 
and Glory, and what is conducing thereunto) is molt to be 
defired. 

Butdoubtlefs it is the many Hundred thnufind Pmnds, 
which our bsd Husbandry and ill Conduct" lends every year 
tiejondthc iw;, which wc lee again no more 5 this is the 
gr.md Cwft of our A fijirietj wafting thus our nobleft fpiritj, 
that hath biought the Body Politick into this pining Con- 
fumption, and makes us fo loudly complain of bad Trade 
and empty Pockets, and that the Nation is become thus 
indigent and difcontcnted. Butalas! what advantage is it 
only tocomplain?Dilealesarenot cured withOut-cries.but 
rather increafed; Ictus then wipe our Eyes, and make ufe 
of our Headsand ourHandsto get out of this quagmire of 
Nccdlity, wherein we are unhappily plunged. 

Tootrueit is,tuatwearcvery poor, and, as I conceive, 
'tisnolefs plain, that thereaftraof it is the necejjity of par- 
ting every year with vaft Sums of Money , to make the 
Ballanee of Trade even , becaufe we Import much more 
than wc Export , and therefore I humbly apprehend the 
bed' means to prevent i\\\s grunting Evil, muft be 

Firft,- to raifenew Manufactures, whereby to improve 
what doth or may arife of our own EngUJ/j Growth: by 
whichmeansourLandsmay fotne other way be imployed, 
befides that of Corn and Cattle. 

Andfecondiy, to (but the door of Importation againff 
thofenew imported Goods, efpecialiy fuch as arc fupetfiuous 
and injurious to the weli-being of the Kingdom. 

Thus 
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ThusihefirffcMjnufh&ureiobe prohibited that may be 
made of our own Growth, and mod advantageous to the 
general Good and Profit of perftmsof all Efhtes, »time" 
Cloth: forit is mofi certain, that our Englijh Ground will 
produce Hemp and Flax in fuch abundance, as may make? 
Linnen-Cloili fuflicicnt for all occafions; whence fcverall 
great Conveniences, of much advantage to the Public!;, will 
arife. As 

Firlt, it will improve the Landt, which are proper for 
Hemp and Flax, to that dtgree, that what befote was worth 
but twenty (hillings per Acre for Corn or Pafhire, by this 
means will be worth forty or fifty (billingi the Acre per an- 

Secondly, great numbers of poor Families, who have lit- 
tle to do from the beginning of the Year loihe end thereof, 
Unlels Ibmefewof them in li e Countrey, in time of Haivcfr, 
might hereby molt profitably be fet to work conftamly, by 
railing acontinudl Clock of Imploymenr, not only for Men, 
butalfoWornen,Boyes,ck Grrlcs, that can do little thing be- 
fidesit } whereas for want thereof molt of them now are 
trained up in Idlewft , and live by the labours of other?, 
whofe number by computation, after the rate of thrcefcore 
in each Parifh throughout the Kingdom, doth amount unto 
five Hundred and Eighty Thoufand people, and upwards. 

Thirdly,bythjsmeansevery Parifh, which by realbn of 
Poverty is not able to fet up a Manufactory for the imploy- 
ment of their Poor, in making of Wollen Cloth, according- 
to the Statute in that cafe made and provided, may cafily 
provide Iroployment for them in making of Linnets, where- 
by many thouiatids that now wholly rely on the Patiih 
wherein they live for maintenance, might very well flipport 
themfelves. 

Fourthly, Jbme thoufands of wandring perlons that go 
frontdoor to door,io the great difhonour Si difadvantage of 
B 3 the 
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the Nation, m>glit by this means become Infrrurjients for ihe 
enriching of the fame. And though there be very whul- 
fom Laws in being for preventing ihis intolerable Inconve- 
nience of Vagrants, yet Officers are generally loorcmift^nd 
toayoid iroiibl(',or the imputation of being over-bufte,and 
the ill effefts thereon depending, (eldom pur the lame in ex- 
ecution. Forthisto my knowledge is true, ihat itvcraj 
Officers, whowillinglywoulddothtir Office, and put the 
Laws in Execution, have told me, that the number of them 
were Jo great, and dangerous, that they were afraid that 
iheirHoufcs and Barns might be fet on fire, whilft them- 
fdves wereaflecp ; orthaifome pcrfonal mifchicf Ibould be 
done them. And indeed no fmall caufe there is for thefe 
Jealoufies, their confidence is Co very great : for no lonecr 
ago than thelaft Aflizes, holden for the County ofj^r.r, 
impudent they were,as to appearin thevery face of the 
Court, mfomuchas to Itand in the light of the Lord Wjrtffkn 
oneoflns Mayflies Judiccs of Kifi pri,u f or that Circuit' 
wbilfthe was giving his Charge; and although upon this 
occasion his Loidlhip fufficieotly and loudiy prtft for the 
putting the Laws in exertion with feverity againfr. them 
yet notwithftanding the Town was (Hll haunted by numbers 
of them, all the time the Affiles lalted. For remedy where- 
c 'i ic might poflibly be convenient to prupofea fufficiem en- 
couraging Rtward to be paid every fuch.poor peifon or 
petfonp, that Qiall feize any fuch Vagrants, bjuhe Overlters 
of thepooruf that Parifh where they are taken, and thata 
fe\crc Penalty be impofed on Conftables, and other Officers 
ncgledingtheirdmies, wheo, any perfons fu apprehended 
arc broughtto them; by which means thofe many thou- 
faQiis-,whichareidle, may bcimployed to their owrrgood, 
and the Nationsadvamage, fo that infix Months time, there 
might not be a Beggar in the Kingdom, if f U ch Eoconraec- 
muit wcrcgivtn. _ ^ 

laftly 
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Laftly, befidesall thefe. Advantages, fcveral hundred 
ihouiand Pounds, which are now expended and ftm out of 
the Nation for tiuntir, might hereby be kept at Home, ur 
better Imp roved j to the great advantage of His Maji lik-H 
Subjtfls. Betides, a farther advantage by this planting of 
Hemp, CSV. will accrue towards making of Sail!, Cables, and 
other Cordage neceflary for Shipping, of which lufikitnc 
may be made at horae,without being beholden to our Neigh- 
bours for a Commodity lb important for Navigation, par- 
ting with our Money to Strangers for it,as weufually do to a 
very great yearly value. 

ohj. If any allcdge, that this planting of Hemp and Flax, 
imploying a great part ofihebeft Lands, will create an In- 
convenience, by caufing both Corn and Catiel to be left 
plenty. . 

AbJ, I anfwer, that I apprehend no grounds for fuch fear. 
For as for Corn,great quantities of richLands being broken 
up to be planted with Fiax,aiay after Flax be moft properly 
Town with Corn, and that to great advantage ; fo that on 
the contrary , Corn will be hereby the mere plenty. Then 
as for thedecreafc ofCattle, it is ea lily cured; for Land, 
kind for Corn, when by long fowing 'tis impoveriibed , lb 
that 'twill bear Corn no longer, may be Ibwn with Trefoil, 
or Clover, and iherione Acre/rial] produce as much Hay or 
paftureaj twoor three Acres did before; and as foon as 
(hat is decayed, the Land will bear Corn more kindly than 
before C provided it be plowed up before the Coucb-grals 
gets in it , ) for Clover and Trefoil, 1 know by Experience, 
prepares the Ground for Wheat, asrniichas a good Crop of 
Tares or French- wheat, otherwise called Bnck-tt>lujt t an do. 
Betides, if Catiel Ihouldfail, the remedy iseaGe and cheap; 
for when the King and Parliament pleaie, Ireland is ready, 
and will be glad to fupply us fpccdily. 

A fecond thing to be prohibited coming over , i* 'be 
grtmng 
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growing-track of that miUndips, iMin$, and (by reafon of 
its abufe) ALinkilting-Liquor, called BttANiiT, which will 
promote the Confumption of our own Commoditief,as Beer, 
and Ale; or if fuch a Liquor be thought ncceiTary for Sea- 
men) or ihe like, then to raife forae Commodity of the like 
nature and ftrength at home: for fas lam credibly infor- 
med by perfom well experienced that way) as good and as 
ftrong Liquor may be made with what doth abound at home. 
Which iffo, the Profit will not be inconfiderable,fince Three 
hundred rhoufand Pounds, thit Brandy now cods us every 
year, will be kept at home. 

A Third thing to be prohibited.,may be By-Salt from be- 
yond the Seas : for it is well known, that Salt for all occa- 
fians,andas good forall intents and purpofes, may be made 
at home; and that not only to the great Improvement of 
much Lard on the Sea Coafi, which now lyetb waft, and is 
of no profit cither to King or Subject ; but will alfo preferve 
in the Nation Fifty thoufand Poundsp"" to the great 

cDrichingof the Kingdom^ and may be done with very 
much eaje, and as little difficulty. 

A Fourth Commodity to be prohibited may beSiit-ptire, 
of which we might make and raife in our Nation fufficient 
for allocations. 

A Fifth Improvement, which I conceive may be made,isin 
lron } which moft certainly might, as well now as heretofore, 
be raited at heme, the benefit whereofwould be very great 5 
became feme Hundred thonfand Pounds might hereby eve- 
ry year beiiived, or otherwife improved, (and many Thou- 
fands of His Majefties Subjects implpycd ) which now is ex- 
pended in that Commodity. 

Otj. But if it fiiould be fuppofed, that fuch Iron-works 
wouldtoomuch confume our Woods, I muft Co far beg 
leaveto thinkotherwife; that I conceive, and many well 
skili'dinthofe works; are of opinion, That the neglect of 
Iron- 
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Iron-work has been n main Cauie, that our Woods are Ci 
much decayed, and fomany Coppices grllbb'd up, and con- 
vened into Tillage, For when Iron-woiks were carried 
on, boih Wood and Coals would yeild ready Money?, 
which incou raged ihe Owners Dot only ro prefer ve the 
Coppices and Woods from, deftruftion, but alio to plane 
and promotemore ; whereas now without doubt in a few 
years, our Cuk-Timber(defervedly accounted the beft in 
theworld, and a great ftrengrti and ornament to the King- 
dom) will befo firdefrroyed, that little will be to be had ; 
and thereafon is, becaufe the only Nutji that makcth the 
Oak, and oiher Timber to flourilh, is Vuder-medt^ and 
where Dnder-teoPili are not, there cannot (or very rarely is) 
any good Timber; Co that although great quantities of 
Wood may beconfumed by Iron-works, yet Woods becom- 
ing thereby more carefully nreferved, they grow again,and 
confcquently there is no lets plenty, but for want of Iron- 
works they are deftroyed, both Wood and Timber, Root 
and Branch, and that more and more every year. 

And this the rather, and more to the destruction of Tim- 
ber, becaufe people in diverfe Countries have got a milchie- 
vous Trick, to elude and avoid that wholfom Statute, 
whereby it is Enacted, That od every Fat! of Under-woods 
they (hould leave fomany Standels, Tellows, or young 
Trees to grow for Timber ; which indeed ihey will do,but 
then at the next Fall ofthe fame Wood, via. aboutnineor 
ten years after, they will cut thofe very Standels or Tellows 
left before, ("lb that they never become Timber) and then 
they leave new ones, and this fucceffively, whereby the In- 
tcntionof the Statute is unworthily defeated. 

Obj, Bui ifit be objatcd, that Iron fufficient for the 
whole Nation cannot be made, except much Land be tur- 
ned from Arable and Pafture to Woods, which will caufe 
De population and Dearth, 

C Stt. 
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Sal. lAnfwer, that there are Woods fufficient in the 
Nut ion already growing rocompafs iheworkj without plan- 
ting any more, (provided they were improved, and not 
needlefly conliimed otherwife, as they arc now in too ma- 
ny places. ) Bcfides, it would encourage the planting of 
Woods in places, which are now otherwife of little or no 
ufe. And donbtlefs it might be convenient and advantage- 
ous for the whole Kingdom, if all the Inhabitants, who live 
within lotne few Miles of the Sea and navigable Rivers, 
were prohibited burning of Wood for any general ufe, ai 
Kitching-Ser»tce,brewing of Beer, or the like, whereby 
many hundred thou&nd Loads of Wood would befpared 
every Year, and that to the great advantage of the Nation 
for the uie aforelaid. Nor will fuch Inhabitants have 
any juftcaufe to complain, ft nee they might be fupplied 
with Sea-Coalupcnche.iper terms, and tholi vcflels which 
bring Sea-Coal, may in many placescarry away their Char- 
coal to places of ufc for fuch Iron-works , and fo Boats, 
Ships, and Seamen, willbemcreafedand imployed, to the 
great advantage and fafety of the Kingdom, and the Nati- 
on will abound with this neceflary Commodity of Iron, 
which now cofts us at leaii five hundred thoufand Pounds 
per annum--, whereas otherwife for want of Iton and Tim- 
ber, we ftiall in fbort time be reduced to (itch a kind of 
m.ij.conditionjasthe children of {/?«/, truckling under Philijiin 
(lavery, were in ; they were forced to go into another Na- 
tion, to (harpenevery man his Share, his Coulter, and his 
Axe, only with this differ en ce s They had Iron but no Smiths, 
by reafoaofthe opprtffion of an Enemy, we have Smiths 
and Carpenters enough, yet fhall have no Iron, and but-lit- 
tle Timber, by reafon of out own fatal ill' Husbandry } fo 
that for want of Iron and Timber, our Shipping will be dea- 
rer continually, and we beholding to others for materials, 
a thing of very pernicious confequence, I well remember , 



Ihavefumewhcreread inHifrory, th&t Edgar King of E»g- 
Ijnddid t3kegreaterdelightinhisShipping, than any Re- 
creation whatloever. Andnofaal! rcalbnhad helbtodo, 
con fide ring of what fit ength, wealth, and fafety the fime is 
lo any Nation, much mote to an Ifland as ours is; and 
therefore once every year he would fail round his Kingdom 
with a Navy of flout Ships, confiding of four tboufand 
Sail, which ("faith the HiftotianJ we find upon Record. 

olij. But I fuppofehere mayarife an Objection againlt 
the Trade of If on and Linnen Cloth both together, viz. 
both thefe Commodities may be bought cheaper from a- 
broad, than we can malic them at home; and doubtlefs 'tis 
the bed Husbandly to buy all Commodities where they may 
be had moft cheap. 
. Aaf. To which I humbly Anfwcr , That although the 
Inhabitants of this Nation may have thole Commodities 
from beyond the Seat cheaper at prcfent, than yet they can 
be bought being made at home ; yet 1 conceive if we would 
induftrioufly let upon it, it might in Ihort time be other- 
wife. And befides it is much better Husbandry to give 
Twenty pounds for that of our own Growth, than but Fif- 
teen for what comes from beyond the Seas $ becauft in the 
lafl cafe our Money is quite gone, and will return no more ; 
in thefirft it ft ill remains, within the Nation, and will come 
again,and befides imploysThoufandsof HisMajefties Sub- 
jects, that otherwile be chargeable and burthenfome. And 
as by one Trade Money decreafeth, fo by the other Money 
will increafe, whenour Commodities are for Tteafure ex- 
ported t and caller it is to part with twenty Pounds, when 
Money is plenty, than with Fifteen when Money is fcarcc, as 
at prcfent. 

Oij. But if it be farther objected, that I am all this while 
miftaken, for that it is not Money, but Goods, that pays for 
all thefe Commodities, by means whereof we have theber- 
C a tct 



tor Trade for what wc have to fpare j bat if this Trade be 
loft, then our own Goods which we have to fpare, will be 
of little worth,and fo our Cafe becomes much worfe than 

Anj. . Whereunto 1 humbly Anfwer, that I (till conceive 
other wife, and that the Objection is under a mifhke , for 
what the Nation hathmw tofpjrc, and fit for Exportation, 
is much left than was forty or fifty years ago, as aforefaid ; 
and yet then, when none of thele things, with many more, 
did come into the Kingdom , there was a better Trade by 
far than what is now ; for Commodities then went for 
Commodities of greater worih, without parting with any 
Atuntyi, andint'hofe days our Commodities wont farther 
from homejanditiftead of Brandy, Iron, and the like, pro- 
duced far better returns : fo that then, both Silver and 
Gold, not originally produced in Engljrd, was very plenty, 
but now cur Moneys and Commodities are carried forth, 
and in concluiion turn to little or no account. 

And unlefsour Commodities for Exportation did increafc 
ajifwerabletotfie/wv^of Commodities Imported, Asit 
is matt certain]} true thai they do not, then of nctrjfity out goci 
Mo N e v, and in comes Pov hrty ; ibe truth whereof doth ap- 
pear bj fid Experience. Far all that our Coodi and Money bring 
in iijoon confumed , and cemei as it were to tbe Dititghili, 
Tvhiitt our li'eallb bccomci a prey to Other Nathut. Whereas if 
the door of Importation for thole unnecefiary and injurious 
Commodities were fhur. Money would be prevented from 
going out, and people unavoidably would apply themfelves 
to the making them at home, whereby there would be a, 
jar better and quick. Trade , and all people would have 
fnfficient fmphymcnl to gain a comfortable livelihood, and 
the faid Commodities in a little time become as good and as 
cheap of our own Manufacture, as now we have them from 
beyond the Seas, and the Importation of Eufffyr no way 
hindied, 
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bind red, but greatly promoted hereby., and the Exporta- 
tion thereof prevented , and confequemly Money much 
more plenty than ever it was. 

To thefe fevcral Commodities, which I humbly conceive 
fit to be prohibited 10 be Imported, might beadded Com- 
modities which necefliirily flionld on greater Penalties be 
forbidden to be exported, and fome beticr means u fed for 
that end than what hath yet been appointed. Such are Fal- 
len r.u-th and «W, the one of excellent ufe, the other be- 
ingavery plentiful Commodity of ihis Kingdom, which to 
be convened into Cloth would imploy great numbers of 
our people, and briog in much wealth to the Nation } 'bur 
by reafon of the Exportation thereof privately from hence, 
or growth of Wool in other Nations, thofe v3ft Advantages 
formerly arifing hereby > are now greatly diraioifhed, others 
futnithingihofe Markets where formerly our Commodities 
fuund quick Trade and good Prizes. And iince '(is well 
known, that Woollen Clorh cannot be made without Fullers 
Earth, and that Fuller s Earth is no where to be had but in 
our Nation ; Then to prevent Fullers Earth from going be- 
yond the Seas, mull infallibly revive the former flour iining 
Trade of Woollen Cloth, without whichmany Nation; can- 
not fubfift, and by which we may become very rich* which 
if Co, what care ought not to be taken, to fecure this one 
thing, fo ufeful, that Silver Oar by way of Exchange- is not 
tu be accepted for it. 

Wemightlikewifeadd the conveniency, though notof 
a total Prohibition^ yet of fome Reft raiut of the extraordi- 
nary Importation of French tvmtt t for the incouragement 
of the Manufactories of this Kingdom, which abounds with 
Excellent Liquors, as Beer, Ale , .&c. the con Simp t ion of 
which ought tobe promoted, andforreign Drinks difcou- 
raged. BeiTdee, the want of French Wines might be eafily 
fgppliedCinfomemeafureby Wines made at home,for lotiie 
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Gentlemen hive experienced it with very good fuccefi, or 
however) by excellent Ciders, which being produced in 
our own Climate, may be more agreeable and whoJIbme 
for our bodies than tbofe forreign Liquors, cfpecially when 
adulterated. But I dare no* launch out coo far into this 
Ocean, for me thinks 1 fee a power/it/ Objection arifing, thai 
like aTempeil feems to threaten no lets than the B/aftineol 
all our Project's. 

Obj. IF Linntn-Cloth, Iton, Brandy, Salt, &c fhalJ be 
wholly prohibited from being Imported, His Majefties Re- 
venue arifing out of the Cuftoms will be much impaired and 
dim in iflied. 

Anf, To which moft Important Objection I humbly An- 
fwer, That hauingby the Expedients before mentioned fit- 
led a conrtant and fure method of Trading, Commodities 
for Commodities, His Majefties Revenue may for the future 
ftand upon a firmer Erfu, and our own Commodities fit for 
Exportation being hereby increafed, will doubtlefs bring 
borne greater Returns than formerly in other Commodities, 
and thofe of a richer nature, and fuch as our Induftry at 
home cannot fupply us with. For inftead of things before 
mentioned to be prohibited from being Imported , out of 
which Cuftoms now arife, we may have Spkei, and other 
Indian Commodities brought in, and afterwards again ex- 
ported from hence to otherNations; as is praflifed in Usl- 
land, which thereby is become the common Spicery for the 
Northern Nations, and moft part of Europe, which way of 
Trade may, as 'tis conceived, fupply His Majefties Cuftoms, 
foas \t\jime meafurt to ballance the Io6 in the Cuftoms of 
Brandy, Linnen, Iron, &c. efpeciaily if that Ancient ftaple 
Trade of this Nation, the Making and Exporting of Wool- 
len Cloth, were but incouraged and promoted as in former 
Ages, and. Fullers Earth fecuredj as poflibly it may. 

Secondly, Thatfince fuch prohibition tends to the great 
Ad- 
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Advontageof the whole Nation , and that HisMajeftyiB 
kmdnefs to His People (hail part with fuch part of His Re- 
venue, His Subjects will be obliged not only in Duty but 
Gratitude to fupply His Majefty ; and the wifdom of their 
R.eprefematives may find outfome other way by Taxes, Im- 
poiitionjj' or the like, to compenfate fuch His Ma jefties loft, 
which now may with great advantage, anil more eajily end 
(heerfulljbe for* and paid, fifing alt people by this tutam ant/, 
may enjoy a <]nftkTr,iti?, and pltnt j of Money, nor may it be 
given npoaa better coufideration. 

Furthermore, if it were not too much a prefiimption, I 
would willingly (chough ftill with all humble /ubniiflion to 
thofe in Authority, in whole power alone it lies to make the 
Alteration) piopofe a way and means more advanragious, 
which in my Apprehenfion, if it maybttppTou'd af by better 
Judgments, mayferve confiderably towards His Ma jefties 
fupply, and alio be a means toraifcand prefer vc plenty of 
Money, and alfo tend much to the wealth and prosperity of 
the whole Nation, which is thus. If all His Majefties Coin 
were called into the Tower, and Three-pence taken out of 
every Twelve- pence, and then new coined for a Shilling, 
then might HisMijefty have five Shillings out of every 
Pound: and fo fuppofe that in the whole Nation there be 
Eightfcore hundred Thoufand Pounds, a fourth part being 
taken out of it, will amount to forty hundred thoufand 
Pounds, or four Millions of Money foe His Majefties ufe, 
chargesofCoinageonlydeduSed. And forasmuch as o 1 in 
Weight is made 1 2 J in Value, no Subject may complain that 
he is hereby a Penny thewoife. 

But if Threepence be thought too much, inflead thereof 
fuppofe it but Three-Halfpence, there will arife for His Ma- 
jefties ule thereby, two Millions of Money, Coinage dedu- 
cted as aforeJaid, 

What Inconveniences may hereby arifel confer* I cannot 
forefee 



forcfee, but to melt fccms that thefc Conveniences and Ad- 
vantages will not fail to be the confequents of it. 

I, It will enrich the whole Nation, fince there will be 
neer a fourth part as much Money more than was before. 

a. Aficral! Money's new Coin'd, it will invite perlbns, 
who have (rocks of Plate, to melt it down, and have it put 
into Coin. 

3. At it iucreafii Money,fo it wiWfcure it from going 
btpndthe scat; for by iit being made more in value, and left 
in weiglit,all Nations will cearetorobusofit,asin(bmcmea- 
fureibcy have done of our Gtiinny Gold, which by realbn of 
its being lighter than others keeps at home the better. 

4. Whereas before, His Majefties Coin, being more in 
weight and lefs in value than that of His Neighbours, the 
profit thereby to be made, gave great incouragtmem 10 them 
to covet our Money s and refufi to take our Goods for their 
Commodities, ihofe very ill effefts will nowceale. 

5. By this means thofe very Merchants, who carried 
away Money from us, will now rather bring Money to us ; 
becaufeihat as hefore it was for their advantage to carry 
our Money, being heavieftand leaft in value, fonowonthe 
contrary it may be theit advantage to bring their Money, 
being now the hcavicft, to us, where it may iiiffer the lame 
Improvement. 

6. As by this means only, Money will incrcafe end esn- 
riw/r,foall Commodities that wc have to fpare, and fit for 
Tianfportation, will unavoidably find quicksand good Mar- 
k$U,fo & to incournge all pteple cheerfully to manage ihtir tf- 

7. By means of this variation of Coio,a confide r able ad- 
vance will arife to His Majefties Revenue ; for if Bullion 
be brought into the Tower at the Rates as heretofore, then 
lb much as Money it made left than formerly, fo much profit 
and advantage will ariie to the Grown. 



And now behold how fappilj would the Tide be lurn'd, 
feeing our Moneys will hereby hejirured within out own 
Borders? What abundance of Goods and Commodities 
now muft the FrenrA take of us for their Wines, which be- 
fore were paid for wilhreadv Money, and the Jiltein many 
other cafes. So that whereas at prefrnt our Moneys go put 
to enrich Others, and poverty like a deftroyiug Torrent 
comes in upon us, now of Dcctffity (our Coin bting kept 
at home) out go all our lupcrHuuus Goods and Commodities 
which we have to fparc,and confequcntly in comes a quick 
Trade, Wealth and I'rofperity , like a refrejbivg Jhea/it, 
fpreading it lelf all over the Nation, adding life, courage, and 
cheerfulnefi to its weary and greatly ilif our aged Inhabitants, 
who as yet lye groaning under the grievous Tyranny of that 
Intolerable Oppreffor , every where known by the name of 
Poverty, whole power is now increa ling, and ftoutly guarded 
and fupported by t bat onlj givtcing Trade, n/s.Beggars, and 
Vagrants, together with they'd incrcjji of diftrefled peo- 
ple in eachPatifhi bmbythemeansaforefaidbowfudden- 
ly might his Guards be forced, himfelf totally vanaiiijb'd, and 
Profperitj } wetllh, and Honour flourij/zing in his fiend. 

Ob'}. But lay fome, the fremh are fo Devililh wile, and 
politick , that they will keep their Wines from us , rather 
than part with them on that con fid era t ion. They will not be 
pleafed withtoyesand fancies as we are with theirs ; they 
mufl drink T.itcand no Beer, wear wooden shooer rather than 
Leathern onej, and Leathern Jaelieti not Cloth 3 rather than af- 
ford us their Wine; to us to pleafeand make us merry, unlcfi 
it he for our ready Money, and confcqucntly We (hall have do 
Wines at all for Phyfical ufe and necclfaty occaiions. 

.■inf. To which I anfwer, that if this be true, I am very 
forty for it 5 for I fancy French Wines are good to caufc 
Appetite, and help Digeftion : but lince Experience tells 
usj that Cider will <l> the fi/ue thing, and alio that aGlafi 
t . " O of 
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of Sick a mote Cordial and cheerful, and both may be bad 
upon terms much more adv.mtagiomto theNation, it would 
doubtlefs be as gre.il tVifdom for us to deal with them as 
they wiih us, ("that is) to have no more Wines &c. of them, 
than they have Goods of us to pay For them. And if they 
fhall indeed keep their Wines &c. from us, the toorji I con- 
ceive of it is only this, that we (hall thereby five at leaft 
Ten hundred thoufaud pounds (or one Million ) of Money 
yearly, and yet have fumcient for more than necefiary ufe ; 
for it isreafonably fuppofed, and alfo affirmed, that the 
valueof French Wines which are fpent in this Nation a- 
mounts to no left than Twenty hundred thoufand pounds 

ftr annum. 

olj. But if notwithttanding all thefe Conveniences 3 (and 
the Exemplary praftice of moft neighbour Princes and 
States, who ufually roife their Coin when themlclvej want 
it, and abate it again as they find greater plenty, and left oc- 
casions.) it dial! (till be objefted, That making Money Jefi 
than what it ought to be by our prefent ftandard, will be 
difhonourable to the Kingdom. 

dnjb. I wonld humbly intreat that it may be confldered, 
whether that National Policy, when it compafTeth malth 
and power, be not more bononrM' than that which in it felf 
may be l>rnvc } and only efleemed fmnmirMe, but proves in* 
deed according to our prefent condition injurious tv the N*- 
tiom wealth and prnfperity ingcnerjl ? And whereas irisal- 
kdged asan Honour, that the Coin of Englind is heavier 
than any in ibe world ; would it not be a far greater d'fio- 
lour, if it fhould be truly reported to be the pooreii Kingdom 
of Europe, as by the conlequence it feems to be th reamed ? 
But now by this means His Mijefties Coin wilt continue in 
this Kingdom, to thegreat advantage of after- Genera dons. 
For fuppofing one of His Majefties late Predeeeflbrs had 
done lu^ha thing in their times, would it not have preven- 



redihe prefent fcarcity of Money? For although One of 
their Half Crowns had been worn as thin as a Shilling, and a 
Shilling as thin as a Sixpence, yet would it have palled as 
well as doth an Old Groat, which haihnot fo much Silver 
in it as a Two-pence, and yet continues Currant and pal - 
fable. 

Oij. Ifitbeobjcfied, that byreafon of this railing the 
value of our Coin, both our People at home, and Strangers 
trading hither, will raifc all commodities proponionably. 

Anf, I humbly Anfwer, that Moh a y isprinripjl/j inten- 
dcdlorihc Conveniency of Traffiouc between perfons of 
ihe/iare Nj/inw onely j and to them it isallpne, fince the 
fame is made Current by Authority , and the fmall Piece to 
purchalc as aMtf/j ns when it was greater: and as for fin- 
ger/, when they bringCommodities, though we fometimes 
pay them with Money rw/^ew, yet tttsnot intended they 
fliould carry it away, but bellow it here on Commodities, 
which they may buy with the fame at the Rates «r«- 
Jianted, notwithftanding this Variation of our Money, and 
fo be no Lofers at all thereby, but ortely in refpeft of the 
opportunities they have heretofore had of defrauding ur, 
by carrying away our Money in Jpcek to their advantage, 
and our valt detriment asaforefaid. 

Oij. Ifit(hal]befariherobj(Sed,Thatthere isa Ne- 
ceiGty for theEiji-Mia Company to export Gold and Sil- 
ver in their courle of Trade ; 

Atif. I humbly Anfwer, by referring it to theconfide- 
raiion of Authority, whether there be (at Jeafi when our 
own Manufactures are incnuraged and increaftd by the 
means afore&id) any fuchneceffity at all. But ifthcrefhalJ, 
then its humbly propoied that fuch Gold and Silver may be 
Exported thiiher in Ingots, ot the Mafs fitted for that pur- 
pofc, and not in Coin, as hath been of lare accuflomed, 
which renders ready money fcarce amongft ua. 
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But if afterall this, there fhould as many Inconveniences 
be found attending this Means as there are Advantages a- 
rifing by it, which I think improbable., or that I flioiild be 
milMl.cn in all or any the Propnfals before dilcourfed j yet 
(hould I hope that roy labour herein may not be wholly 
loft : for fincc, ns the Lord Lucm fbmewhere %s, it rfs- 
firvet Ceeimendolitmi la make even tftftet t'-.t are not tbfurci, 
1 truft my Endeavours may obtain a Pardon, though in all 
points it's poffiblc they may notanfiver Expetfotionj being 
undertaken upon no other motive than an 'unfeigned dejire 
to Jirve His Mi)e{ty, and the Nation wherein 1 live, and to 
pmmotethe Honour and Prolperity of them both ; and with- 
out repining or envying at the glory of more happy dilco- 
veries, fhall reft latisfiedj although this Imall ElTay of mine 
prove but like a Whetftone, (which fliarpens other things, 
though blunt and dull it felf) ftirring up the Induftry of a- 
bler VVits,and better Experienc'd Heads, to find one more 
plaulible, profitable, and fealible Expedients. 

However, for a Conclufion of this brief Difcourfe } give 
me leave to add a few words to take off the edge of one 
Objection that may yet pofiibly be levied, allcdgibg, 

olj. That Corn and Cattel are now got to a good 
price, by means of which we in the Country hope to pay 
our Landlord's Rent, and alfo be enabled to provide well 
for our Families ; lb that neither Landlord nor Tenant may 
complain, and confequently we (hoold do well enough with- 
out any of thefe Projti'ts. 

Arf. To which I Anfwer, That what is now by this 
means gotten, is little better than pinched out of the bellies 
cfihePoor; ibthatas the Landlords and Land-occupiers 
Profpetity increafeth, in like manner the Poverty and Mife- 
ry of the Poor increafeth ; and like the Stales of a Ballance, 
look how much the one is railed, the other isdeprelled. For 
fcippofe that at fcrefent all Cora, Cattel, and Clothing were 
very 
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verycheap, bymeansof which the Landlord and Farmer 
arc greatly impoverifiied 5 yet might the Poor in like man- 
ner fay. What rcaibn have we to complain? for wc enjoy all 
things at eafie rates to the fuli:and therefore the prolperi- 
ty ot the Rich is envied by the Poor, and the Well-being of 
thePoomegledtedand defpfted by the Rich, becaufc that 
what ii in this cafegocd for one is injurious to the other; 
butby themeansaforefrid,! would hope that the profperilji 
ofbothmay be equally promoted, and tlie Advantage of 
the one be to xWnsamfortMe Encouragement and well-being 
of the other, fo that the Landlord, rheTew'a and all others 
may live happily and in love together. 

And oh how glad Ihould I be, if I might in an any wife 
bean Inftrument to promote the future Honour, Safety, and 
Well-being of the Land of my Nativity, and its Inhabitants! 
yetifmydefiresthctcinfhould beanfwered, let God have 
the Glory ■■, and thofe who are under him in Authority, that 
filallapproveof the Means, and proiecute the fame, receive 
xhemhok Prtife and Honour 5 for to my felf Nothing is to be 
afcribed, fincel havedone butwhatis my Duty, aj I ama 
Subject enjoying my Chriftian Liberty, and Civil Rights 
and Privi ledges. 
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i! Caknhilion of the v.i(l Sums, endeavoured to be favtd to 
the Nation (.imangj! other things ) iy thefore^oing Vropofoli, 
in thefp.tee of Forty jears i according U the Oisf information. 

THere is believed to be expended yearly for 
Brandy,Tbree hundred dioufand pounds. 
For Iron, Four hundred thoufand pounds per 
annum. 

In Li nncn- cloth for our own lift.-, which may 
bemadeofourown Work and Growib, Five 
Hundred Thouland Pounds per Annum. 

For Bay-Salt, and Salr-petre, Fifiy thoufand 
pounds per An num. 

All which amounts, to One Million , two 
Hundred and fifty Thoufand Pounds per An. 

Which in thefpaceof Forty years makes the 
Total Product of Advantage, by prohibiting 
the did Guods, to amount to the Sum of Fifty 50005000 
Millions of Money. 

Befidcs Ten hundred thoufand pounds year- 
ly, that may be well laved, by prohibiting the 
excels of French- Wines, and yet quantity fuffi- 
cient for nccefiary ufe, and Perfons of Quality 
to drink, which in Furty years makes no lefs 
than Forty Millions Sterling. 40000000 

Whence it appears, that the Total Sum of all i 
Moneys which might be tiius fired (to the 
wonderful, great, and aJtnimble wealth of J 
the whole Kingdom in general) in forty years ffoooc 000 
amounts to Ninety Millions. 

A prodigious Sum of Money ! ' 

F I N I S. 
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